What You Need to Know About Rubber Surfacing

Executive Summary

Rubber surfacing is revolutionizing how we think about durability, safety, and sustainability in
construction and design. As a versatile and eco-friendly material, rubber surfacing offers
unparalleled benefits for residential, commercial, and recreational applications. This white paper
explores the origins, advantages, and practical uses of rubber surfacing, while addressing
common concerns like toxicity and environmental impact.

From its recycled raw material sources to its role in reducing slip-and-fall accidents, rubber
surfacing is a game-changer for patios, pool decks, playgrounds, and more. This document
provides an in-depth analysis of its benefits, use cases, and considerations, empowering you to
make informed decisions about incorporating rubber surfacing into your next project.

Introduction to Rubber Surfacing

Rubber surfacing is a type of flexible and durable flooring made primarily from recycled rubber
materials. Often mixed with a binding agent and poured in place or applied as tiles, it creates a
seamless, cushioned, and weather-resistant surface.

As urban landscapes grow denser and safety becomes a top priority in design, rubber surfacing
is gaining traction for its versatility and adaptability. Whether enhancing a backyard patio,
ensuring the safety of a school playground, or upgrading a high-performance sports court,
rubber surfacing delivers on both aesthetics and function.

Where Does Our Rubber Surfacing Come From?

The primary source of rubber surfacing material is recycled rubber, most notably from used tires.
Globally, millions of tires are discarded annually, creating an environmental hazard. Rubber



surfacing offers a solution by diverting these tires from landfills and repurposing them into
high-quality, long-lasting surfaces.

The process involves:
Collection: Old tires are collected from recycling programs and industrial sources.
Processing: Tires are shredded into small granules and stripped of contaminants, such
as steel belts and fabric liners.
e Formulation: The granules are combined with non-toxic binders and pigments to create
customized solutions for specific applications.

By sourcing materials through sustainable practices, Rubber Surfaces International not only
reduces waste but also contributes to a circular economy that prioritizes resource efficiency.

Why Do We Use It?

Rubber surfacing stands out for its ability to combine safety, durability, and eco-friendliness.
Here’s why we use it:

e Safety First: The inherent elasticity of rubber surfacing provides shock absorption,
reducing the risk of injuries from falls—a crucial benefit for playgrounds, sports courts,
and pool areas.

e Durability: Resistant to wear and tear, UV rays, and harsh weather, rubber surfacing is
built to withstand heavy foot traffic and long-term use.

e Aesthetic Appeal: Available in a wide range of colors and textures, rubber surfacing
offers endless design possibilities. From sleek modern finishes to vibrant playgrounds, it
enhances the look of any space.

e Eco-Friendliness: By reusing waste rubber, it reduces the environmental footprint and
contributes to sustainable building practices.

e Low Maintenance: Unlike traditional materials that may crack or stain, rubber surfaces
require minimal upkeep, saving time and money over their lifespan.

Let's Talk Toxicity

A common question surrounding rubber surfacing is its potential toxicity. It's important to
address these concerns transparently and accurately.

1. Material Safety

Rubber surfacing produced by reputable manufacturers, like Rubber Surfaces International,
undergoes rigorous testing to ensure compliance with safety and environmental standards.
These tests confirm that the surfaces are free from harmful chemicals, such as lead and
phthalates, and meet regulations for use in residential and commercial settings.



2. Odors

Freshly installed rubber surfacing may emit a mild odor due to its recycled material base.
However, this odor dissipates quickly and is non-toxic.

3. Health Considerations

Research has shown that high-quality rubber surfacing poses no significant health risks, even
when used in sensitive areas like playgrounds and sports courts. By choosing certified products,
you can ensure safety and peace of mind.

4. Environmental Benefits

In addition to safety, rubber surfacing is an environmentally friendly option, as it prevents waste
materials like tires from sitting in landfills and polluting ecosystems.

Rubber Surfacing Use Cases

Rubber surfacing is a versatile solution suitable for a variety of applications. Here’s a closer look
at its benefits for different settings:

Patios

Patios are an extension of living spaces, and rubber surfacing can transform them into
comfortable, safe, and stylish environments.

Benefits:
e Slip-resistant, even when wet.
e Heat-resistant, making it comfortable to walk on in hot climates.
e Customizable with a variety of textures and colors to match your aesthetic.

Ideal For: Homeowners looking to upgrade their outdoor living areas with a durable,
low-maintenance surface that complements their landscaping.

Pool Decks

Safety around pools is non-negotiable, and rubber surfacing excels in creating a secure,
slip-free environment.

Benefits:
e Cushioned surface reduces injuries from slips or falls.
e Water-resistant and easy to clean, preventing mold and mildew buildup.
e UV-stable coatings ensure the surface retains its color and integrity under constant sun
exposure.



Ideal For: Residential and commercial pools, including hotels, community centers, and aquatic
facilities.

Play Areas/Playgrounds

Rubber surfacing has become the gold standard for playgrounds, thanks to its safety features
and vibrant design options.

Benefits:
e Superior shock absorption to reduce injury risks during falls.
e DBright, engaging colors and patterns to stimulate children’s creativity and play.
e Seamless application eliminates tripping hazards.

Ideal For: Schools, parks, and daycare centers prioritizing child safety while fostering a fun and
inviting environment.

Garage Flooring

Garage floors endure heavy loads and wear, making rubber surfacing an excellent choice for
homeowners and businesses.

Benefits:
e Resilient against oil spills, chemicals, and abrasions.
e Shock-absorbing properties protect vehicles and equipment.
e [Easy to clean and maintain, ensuring a polished appearance.

Ideal For: Residential garages, commercial workshops, and automotive showrooms.

Sport Courts

High-performance surfaces are critical for athletes, and rubber surfacing delivers in terms of
safety and functionality.

Benefits:
e Impact-absorbing properties reduce stress on athletes’ joints.
e Non-slip texture enhances traction, even in wet conditions.
e Durable enough to withstand constant activity without compromising performance.

Ideal For: Tennis courts, basketball courts, and multi-use sports facilities in schools and
recreational centers.



Conclusion

Rubber surfacing is more than just a practical choice; it's an investment in safety, sustainability,
and long-term performance. With its versatility, durability, and eco-friendly benefits, it's a solution
that meets the needs of modern design and construction.

At Rubber Surfaces International, we are proud to be at the forefront of this innovation, offering
top-quality products that enhance spaces while protecting the planet. Whether you're upgrading
a patio, safeguarding a playground, or designing a high-performance sports court, our rubber
surfacing solutions deliver unmatched value and results.

For more information or to schedule a consultation, contact us at 1-888-479-2112 or through our
website at rubber-surfaces.com.



https://rubber-surfaces.com/

